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MBA’s Council of Professional Women in Banking and Finance
Collecting Used Shoes to Help Soles4Souls Fight Poverty
ANNAPOLIS, Md. (March 25, 2014)—In partnership with Soles4Souls, Inc., the Maryland Bankers
Association’s (MBA) Council of Professional Women in Banking and Finance is collecting used shoes
to help fight poverty. As the Council’s official 2014 Philanthropy Initiative, the Used Shoe Drive is
running from February 10 to May 1, 2014 at participating bank branches and organizations across
Maryland.
The Council of Professional Women in Banking and Finance Philanthropy mission is giving back to
the Maryland community through leadership and inspiration. The goal of the initiative is to have bank
branches throughout the state of Maryland participate in the 2014 Used Shoe Drive to collect 25,000
pairs of used shoes. In the first six weeks of the drive, 308 participating bank branches and
organizations have pledged a total of 17,470 pairs of used shoes; two-thirds of the way to reaching the
Council’s goal.
“The passion and commitment that bankers demonstrate throughout the year have been harnessed in
this exciting new partnership with Soles4Souls,” said President and CEO of the Maryland Bankers
Association, Kathleen Murphy. “The MBA is proud of our members across Maryland who are using
their enthusiasm and creativity to achieve exceptional results.”
Soles4Souls is an international anti-poverty organization that monetizes used shoes and clothing to
create sustainable jobs and fund direct relief efforts, including the distribution of new shoes and
clothing. The used shoes collected from this drive will be sent to the Soles4Souls processing center,
where they will convert every pair of shoes collected into a value-added social currency to achieve
positive change, both humanitarian and economic. Most of the reusable shoes will be sent to
microenterprise programs that create jobs in developing nations such as Haiti. The resulting revenue
from the 25,000 pairs of collected shoes will help fund 500 new pairs of Sketcher clog shoes, which
will be given to MBA’s Council of Professional Women in Banking and Finance to donate to a
Maryland-based nonprofit organization, and distributed at a special event this summer.
“At Community Bank of the Chesapeake, one of our core values is to be community-focused and give
back where we live and work,” said Chairman and CEO of Community Bank of the Chesapeake,
Michael Middleton. “Partnering with Maryland Bankers Association’s Council of Professional Women
in Banking and Finance to support this initiative is a natural extension of our Culture of Excellence.”

Former MBA chairman, Middleton was instrumental in the creation of the Council of Professional
Women in Banking and Finance which launched in May 2013.
The following are participating banks/organizations thus far:






























Bay-Vanguard Federal Savings Bank
Calvin B. Taylor Banking Company
Capital One Bank
Chesapeake Bank of Maryland
Cliber Compliance, LLC
Community Bank of the Chesapeake
Congressional Bank
EagleBank
Easton Bank & Trust
Fairmount Bank
Farmers & Merchants Bank
First Shore Federal
First United Bank & Trust
Frederick County Bank
Harford Bank
Homewood Federal Savings Bank
Howard Bank
M&T Bank
Madison Square Federal Savings Bank
Maryland Bankers Association
North Arundel Savings Bank
Queenstown Bank of Maryland
Sandy Spring Bank
Slavie Federal Savings Bank
The Bank of Glen Burnie
The Columbia Bank
The Harbor Bank of Maryland
The National Bank of Cambridge
Wells Fargo Bank

“Community banking is all about helping others; that’s what drives our associates on a daily basis,”
said President and CFO of First United Bank & Trust and 2014 Chair of the Advisory Board of the
Council of Professional Women in Banking and Finance, Carissa Rodeheaver. “Our banks are putting
their heart and ‘sole’ into this effort and I couldn’t be prouder of them making a difference in our
communities.”

To join the effort, visit the Soles4Souls website at www.GiveShoes.org to find the nearest donation
location. Visit www.mdbankers.com to follow the progress of the Maryland banking industry reaching
their goal of collecting 25,000 pairs of used shoes. For additional information about MBA or its
Council of Professional Women in Banking and Finance, contact Cindy Gentilcore at 443-837-1602 or
by email at cgentilcore@mdbankers.com. Please direct all media inquiries to Kristi Frisch at 410-4202001 or by email at Kristi.Frisch@FallstonGroup.com.
About Maryland Bankers Association
Founded in 1896, MBA’s member banks hold 97% of the FDIC insured deposits in Maryland in nearly
1,800 branch offices. MBA serves member banks and thrifts as a legislative and regulatory advocate at
all levels of government, as the public relations voice for the industry, as a provider of professional
education to members, and as a promoter of financial education to the community. Please visit
www.mdbankers.com for more information.
About Soles4Souls
Soles4Souls, Inc. is a nonprofit social enterprise that advances the fight against global poverty by
monetizing used shoes and clothing to create sustainable jobs and fund direct relief efforts around the
world. The organization collects new and used shoes and clothes from individuals, schools, faith-based
institutions, civic organizations and corporate partners, then distributes those shoes and clothes both
via direct donations to people in need and through qualified microenterprise programs designed to
create jobs in poor and disadvantaged communities. Based in Nashville, Tenn., Soles4Souls is
committed to the highest standards of operation and governance, and holds a four-star rating with
Charity Navigator. Please visit www.GiveShoes.org for more information.
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